LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA

communally. The Book of God is not finished. Religion
is an everfresh universal song. His life was a Divine Life
and not a Divine Science, to note the distinction of
John Smith, the Cambridge Platonist. Since he was the
chosen of God, he could breathe life into Pygmalion's
statue and build his faith on the golden concrete of respect
for all, maintaining the depths of his beautiful dream
of love and bliss and keeping at arm's length the
narrow-minded sectarian inflicting his own tight-fitting
casque on all. In the belvedere of thought, the totality
of effect was sought to be produced by a co-ordination
as in a wreath of flowers. The Christian influence also
worked upon him, so that, according to Christian ethics,
he was as susceptible to the sense of sin, as the pupil of
the eye is to a speck of dust, and he again and again
said that a repentant sinner is as absolved of his sin as
Lady Magdalene in the Bible or Ambapali in the Buddhist
scriptures. The first song composed by Vijaykrishna was
thoroughly saturate with the Christian idea of sin. Once
at Lahore, he went to commit suicide at dead of night
in the waters of the Ravi, because some sinful thoughts
crept into his mind, while he was giving a sermon. He
never interfered with the western mode of worship in the
Samaj ; those who liked could sit on chairs, and for others,
Vijaykrishna made arrangements for seats on the floor
in the typically Hindu manner. It was Vijaykrishna
again, who rooted out the vestiges of idolatry in the
Adi Samaj, hatred of idolatry of any kind being a tenet
of Sufism ; and his example cut deep enough.
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